
Upcoming events and join us for the MENZA Conference this July View this email in your browser

Kia ora koutou

A warm thank you to everyone who attended our recent MENZA AGM — both in person
and online. Your time, energy, and commitment to music education are deeply appreciated.
Ngā mihi nui to all who contributed to the kōrero and direction of MENZA moving forward.
We take this opportunity to thank Ben Lau for his leadership of MENZA and his
contribution.

Saturday’s session allowed a group of music educators to discuss music advocacy, which
resulted in some key areas of focus and a letter of invitation to the Minister of Education.
The consensus was that there is a need for stronger national support for music in our
schools. This momentum is now building toward a national advocacy hui later this year —
more details on that soon.

Registrations are still open for the MENZA Conference 2025 – Te Rito o Te Harakeke,
and Subsidies are still available. We look forward to seeing you there! More details are
below.

Let’s keep the wairua strong and continue to advocate for the value of music in education
across Aotearoa.

Ngā mihi nui,

Kat Daniela
Chair - MENZA

MENZA ITM HUI Monday 23 June 2025, 3.30-4.30pm, Online

Join MENZA’s ITM representative Brenda Oakley online on Monday 23 June, 3.30pm, for a
zui about issues front of mind for itinerant teachers of music and Music Department HODs.

This is an end of term catch-up to check in around ITM loadings and non-contacts,
discuss/raise any issues, and information around ITM workshops at MENZA conference in
the upcoming school holidays. See you there! Here is the ZOOM Link.

MENZA ITM HUI

MENZA Conference 7-9 July, Massey University, Wellington
Keynote guest speakers include Peter O'Connor, Jessie Lloyd, Emily Wilson, Suzy Cato,
Horomona Horo, Christian McDonald, Wiremu Sarich and Priya Gain.

Workshops will be given by Rani Allen, Delysse Glynn, Celia Stewart, Jeni Little, Duncan
Ferguson, Martin Emo, Jaroslav Novak, Judith Bell, Graham McPhail, NZSO, NZ Ukulele
Trust, and more! Presentations and interactive workshops will be on various Music Tech
and AI topics, beats recreation, creating a school musical, children with complex needs,
knowledge-rich curriculum, DJ workshop, sector hui and much more. Check out the full
programme here. There's something for everyone from ECE to Secondary. 

The conference fee includes morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea and there is also a
conference dinner on Tuesday 8 July.

Don't forget to register and apply for the MENZA subsidy!  If you are a secondary teacher
and member of PPTA, you can also apply for the Subject Association grant.

More Information about the MENZA conference here.

With thanks for the major support from Massey University for hosting this event.

Waikato MENZA Regional Hub Te Reo Pūoro - Kairahi
Snack&Yack, Hamilton

Music teachers from around the Waikato region are warmly invited to a snack & yack
gathering to talk about all music-related topics, tips and tricks for teaching and more. A
wonderful opportunity to meet and network with fellow music teachers. You don’t have to
be a MENZA member – this is all about supporting our music teacher community – you are
not alone! Hosted by MENZA Board member Trevania Walbaekken. Looking forward to
welcoming you!

Please RSVP to Trevania Walbaekken: trevaniaw@nawton.school.nz for catering
purposes.

When: Thursday 7 August 6.30pm
Where: Foundation Bar, Te Awa Shopping Centre, 1 Maahanga Drive, Northgate, Hamilton

Music Ecademy: Engaging Online Music Theory for Your
Classroom
Music Ecademy is a popular digital resource used in schools across Aotearoa New
Zealand and beyond to teach music theory and aural training. Curriculum-aligned
(including NCEA) and packed with gamified features like points, badges, and certificates, it
keeps students motivated while saving teachers valuable time. Teachers can register for a
free 30-day trial here.
 Click here to get started!

He Wai Kōmako - NEWZATS Conference 2-4 July

He Wai Kōmako - NEWZATS warmly invites you to Conference 2025 "Ngā Ringa Kōmiri" in
Tāmaki Makaurau from July 2-4 at the University of Auckland, School of Music! This
exciting event will offer a fantastic professional development opportunity for singing
teachers, choir directors, and voice professionals across Aotearoa. Expect engaging
workshops on Musical Theatre, Classical, Jazz, and Vocal Cross-Training, alongside
expert-led presentations on Vocal Health Science. We’re thrilled to welcome keynote
speaker Mary Saunders-Barton from the USA, and there will be plenty of opportunities for
networking and connecting with fellow singing enthusiasts, including a celebratory Gala
Dinner at the Copthorne! This is an event you won’t want to miss! To register and more info
- click here. 
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